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SOCCER INFORMATION For PLAYERS And PARENTS

KNOW THE GAME OF SOCCER
and
KEEP 'EM KICKING!!

This information is abbreviated for quick readdpifind to conserve space. This is not intendegivi® you a complete
understanding of the game, but it will increasenjmowledge and enjoyment of the game, both plagimgj watching.

Who is Involved in a Soccer Match?

What does the referee do? What do the playerswibat do coaches do? What do the parents andaspectio? When ¢

they do it?

Referee:

Players:

Coaches:

Parents &

Spectators:

Offense:
Midfield:

Defense:

Goalie:

Controls the game. Sees thag#ree is played according to the laws of soccerly (ddges what he
sees. Keeps the official time and is concernet thi¢ safety of the players. The referee’s autyori
extends from the moment of arrival until the momaideparture

Treat the referee with respect - no lip. Acceptdlecisions. Play continues until the refereeagnA
signal may be a whistle or a hand gesture. Ifwaut to talk to the referee, do it before the gatiueing
halftime or after the game, NOT during the game.

Hand signals a referee might t

Points to corner of fielc Corner Kiclk
Points to penalty sp Penalty Kicl
Points to goal art Goal Kick
Points to goal line with one a Direct Free Kicl

Points to goal line with one arm, w/ Indirect Free Kick
the other arm pointing 1
Points to center of the fie Goal/Kickoff

Play the game. Have FUN, ang #tthe referee signals.

Coach the game. Have FUN, arrdageubstitutions, control the spectators and mlevencouragement
to the players.

Watch the game. Have FUN; encouthgeplayers of both teams.

Where do the Players Play and what do they do?

Sets up scoring opportesilike give—and—go or wall pass; has accurate;goful feet for shots.
Controls midfield; staréd supports attacks on goal.

Stays between ball and; @oaitrols or marks attackers; clears ball fronedsive area to a more forw:
player.

Stops goals; helps ditbe defense; starts attacks by throwing or kiglball; sets up players for
defensive walls and corner kicks.

What are the Rules of the Game?
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What is legal? How should the ball be played? Hogvkicks awarded? What do they mean? How ayetdken? What
are yellow and red cards? When are cards given?

Kickoffs:
Player moves ball over center line; rolls forwasd¢ond player must touch ball before first playaymetouch; ma
then pass back to midfield for support or stadichtt

In-bounds:
A ball is inbounds until it completely crosses over eithertthehline or the goal line. If any part of thelbiglove
any part of the line, the ball is in play.

Throw-in:
Ball crosses touchline (sideline); throw-in is adex to other team. Both feet must be touchingmpipan or
behind touchline. Both hands start behind the h&htbw-in is one continuous motion over the hedth Wwoth
hands.

Goal Kick:
Ball crosses goal line, last touched by offenséd;ib&icked by defending team from within goal areBall must
exit penalty area before being touched by anottagep.

Corner Kick:
Ball crosses goal line, last touched by defenskjdkicked by the offensive team from inside cermarking.

Indirect Free Kick:
Off-sides, dangerous play, obstruction, prevents geplkefrom releasing ball from hands, too many stey
goalkeeper, goalkeeper touching ball with handsnadhediberately kicked to him by a teammate or diyeftom &
throw-in from a teammate, goalkeeper time wasting. Gnkick to restart, the ball must touch another @i
before scoring a goal. The kick is taken at poirthe violation (except if committed in goal area)dahe defen:
must be at least 10 yards away.

Direct Free Kick:
Intentionally kicks or attempts to kick, trips dteanpts to trip, strikes or attempts to strike, psnat, charges,
pushes an opponent, tackles an opponent makingatomith the opponent before touching the balldbpbpits at
an opponent, or handles (using any part of thefesm the shoulder to the fingertips) the ball detidtely. The
kick to restart can go directly into the goal withdouching another player. It is taken at thenpof violation with
the defense at least 10 yards away. The defensesatay a wall if the kick is within striking rangéthe goal but
the referee does not have to hold up the game wieleefense sets up the wall.

Penalty Kick:
A direct free kick infraction (a foul) committed the penalty area. The goalie is positioned on lijoe the ball or
penalty spot. The goalie may not move off the dioal until the ball is kicked and all other plageexcept the
goalie and kicker, are outside the penalty are&\{Bplay, all players must be beyond mid-field).

Drop Ball:
Restarts game, usually after an injury. Betweenmayer from each team. The referee drops tHe bak ball is
in play when it hits the ground.

Off-side:
When the ball is played by a teammate there mushddall or two defenders even with or neareh®doal tha
the player in question. Also he must be in themdfve end of the field. If not, the player isaim off-side position
But, in addition to being in an offside positionplayer must be seeking to gain an advantage artbdering witt
play to be declared offide. If no interference or no advantage gainedpenalty. This is a judgment call by
referee (and linesmen). Also, off-side does n@iyato a ball received directly from a goal kickrdw-n or corne

kick.
Fouls:

See indirect free kick, direct free kick, and pénéick offenses.
Yellow Card:

Caution issued for unsporting behavior, dissentvfboyd or action), persistent repeated infringementhe laws c

http://nvysl.org/html/info for players and parehts 7/9/200¢



SOCCER INFORMATION For PLAYERS And PAREN Page3 of 3

the game, delay of restart, failure to respectirequdistance with a corner kick or free kick, eirtg or reentering
the field of play without permission, leaving theld of play without permission.

Red Card:
Ejection from game (sendff) for serious foul play, violent conduct, spiij at an opponent or any other per
denying an opponent a goal or goal scoring oppdxtusy handling the ball, denying an obvious geebtring
opportunity to an opponent moving toward the ggaab offense punishable by a free kick or a pendtty, using
offensive, insulting, or abusive language, or reicgj a second caution in the same m:
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